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A RECORD OF COMMUNAL EGC-LAMNG IN THE 
SKINK CAKUA TETKAOACTYIA. Memcnn of Ihe 
Queensland Afusetan 33; 6U J993;- During a visit to the 
Oakey area, southeast Queensland on 25 November 1992. a 
eoniinunul nest of 25 skint eggs was located. 'Die site — a 
disused railway line — was approximately Skm NW nfOakey 
township and consisted of a relatively continuous row of 
wooden sleepers. 

Tlic nest was located beneath a single sleeper, which was 
lying on an approximate north-.south axis, at its northern end. 
The whole sleeper was also angled slightly to the west. The 
eggs varied little in size. All were partially buried in the soil. 
The eggs were not inc.-isiircd at the lime, hut their sue sug¬ 
gested tlKy could belong to Curtia ictraJuclyla, a very com¬ 
mon species at the site. Considenng the paucity of records of 
communal nesting for Carlia. one egg w as retained by one of 
us (RP) for artificial incubation to confirm its identification. 

On return to Brisbane the egg was Iransferred to a small 
plasticcoiiiainei with a lililesoil from beneath the sleeper and 
sprayed lightly w ilh water Access lo an incubator was not 
possible imnicdi.itcly. so the container was maintained be¬ 
tween 25-30°C near a 60 watt incandcsceiit light bulb. Al ter 
two days, llic egg had shrivelled markedly and the upjicr 
surface bad turned a lea-brown colour, llow ever, after a liberal 
spraying, it almost regained its original shape, though some 
sni.all wrinkles remained until hatching. After five days die 
egg was placed in an incubator maintained at 29.5-30.5“C. 

On ihc3 December 1992, the coniaiiicf was removed from 
the iiicnbalor for the purpose of taking measurements of die 
egg. However, on opening, n was found the egg had already 
hatched. Even so, approximate measurements were taken of 
the empty egg-shell (15 8 X lOmiii) The hatchling was tciila- 
lively identified a.s C. iciradacrylu and a snout-vent iiieasiire- 
niciit was taken (27 6nim) It w as then transferred lo a small 
holding container where it thrived and began teeding on 
hatchling locusts within 4-5 days. The specimen was later 
taken lo the Queensland Museum, where its ideniifieaiion was 
conlirmed (P. Cou|x:r) It w as subsequently lodged xs Queens¬ 
land Museum specimen number J56882. 

Considering the consi.sleni clutch size of two eggs lor C. 
tctradai tyla (Greer, 1989), the large number of eggs found by 


us indicates the use of the nesting site hy some 13 individual 
females (or a smaller number of animals laying multiple 
clutches). Greer states that Uic communal nests of two genera. 
Lumprophalis and Saproidneus, usually contain eggs laid 
almost simultaneously, or iil least within a few of hours. He 
also notes that (at least with the above two genera) nests 
always consist of eggs from only one species 'flius it seems 
fair to assume that all 25 eggs belong lo C leiradociyla, 
especially as there were no other abundant, siiiiilarly-siz.ed 
species observed in the vicinity. 

Greer (1989) cites only one reference (Wilhoft, 196.3) for 
communal nesting in the genus Carlia, C. rhomboldalis (= C. 
ndrrigularis Ingram & Covacevich, 1989), Titus our record is 
(he second instance of such behaviour in Carlia 

It is not know n what stimulates several female lizards to lay 
III the .same site. At the nest discovered by u.s, there did not 
appear lo be any old shells lo indicate ptisl use as a favoured 
nesting site It is also interesting lo speculate why this particu¬ 
lar sleeper was chosen amongst hundreds of ulliers Perhaps 
It had special features attractive to gravid females, or it may 
simply have been a choice by one female Ihrit, in turn, stimu¬ 
lated several others to lay, po.ssibly by some olfactory cue 
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